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AUSTRALIAN

Initiative s  of Ch ange

Diana Dam s a from  Rom ania and Au stralian-Ch ine s e  Long Se ng To w e re  th e  gu e st s pe ak e rs  at a Cre ators  of Pe ace  e ve nt 

in Augu st, w h ich  w as  h e ld in th e  com m unity ce ntre  in Be lm ore , Sydne y. Fifty w om e n took  part, bringing plate s  of s nack s  to 

s h are . Th is  w as  th e  s e cond Cre ators  of Pe ace  e ve nt in th e  ce ntre , and is  a s te p tow ards  an inte rnational Cre ators  of Pe ace  

w om e n's  confe re nce  w h ich  w ill be  h e ld in Sydne y in 2009 . As  a furth e r s te p, a Pe ace  Circle  facilitators  w ork s h op w as  h e ld 

in Se pte m be r.  Th e  gu e st s pe ak e rs  at th e  Augu st e ve nt both  s pok e  m ovingly of th e ir e xpe rie nce s  on Action for Life  3, 

a nine -m onth  IofC program  (s e e  w w w .afl.iofc.org). 

"Action for Life  gave  
m e  th e  ch ance  to 
ope n up about past 
h urts . Since  th e n I 
h ave  be e n able  to 
forgive  and to fe e l 
pe ace  in m y h e art."

W e  print Diana Dam sa's  talk :
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D iana D am sa



Re th ink ing our national storie s

Bringing Th e m  H om e

Bringing Th e m  

H om e

Bringing Th e m  H om e

Joh n Bond

Last m onth  Joh n Bond, Initiative s  of Ch ange  w ork e r and an e xe cutive  m e m be r of th e  Stole n Ge ne rations  Alliance , 

s pok e  at a confe re nce , h oste d by th e  H um an Righ ts  and Eq ual Opportunitie s  Com m is s ion, to m ark  th e  te nth  annive rs ary 

of th e  "Bringing Th e m  H om e " re port. H e  s aid:

Book  Talk

A M uslim  e ncounte rs  

Initiative s  of Ch ange



Pastor Ray M innie con from  Re dfe rn, Sydne y, atte nde d th e  Global Indige nou s  

D ialogue  at Caux, th e  Initiative s  of Ch ange  confe re nce  ce ntre  th is  s um m e r. 

On th e  Inte rnational Day of th e  W orld's  Indige nou s  Pe ople s  h e  s h are d th is  

vis ion w ith  th e  confe re nce :

Dove s and 

Crow s in Fiji

I h ave  a dre am

Uniting Ch urch  m iniste r Linds ay Cartw righ t w rite s :

Inte rfaith  e ncounte rs

Le ts  cre ate  a 

culture  of pe ace

Candidate s 

for inte grity

Am azing Grace

Ana Ve s ik ula and 

M e tu is e la Tu ivavalagi

"I h ave  a dre am : th at our 
com m unitie s  w ill produce  
strong le ade rs  th at w ill 
s h ow  grace , w is dom , truth  
and inte grity - in our 
fam ilie s , our com m unitie s , 
our nations  and our w orld."
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Pastor R ay M innie con

Tw e nty-tw o young Fijians  re pre s e nte d 

Initiative s  of Ch ange  at th e  

Inte rnational Day of Pe ace  in 

Su k una Park , Suva, last m onth .



NEW SBRIEFS

NEW SBRIEFS

Action for Life  4

W ANTED: m ature  adve nture rs

A w onde rful e xpe rie nce  aw aits  olde r pe ople  w h o join th e  inte rnational com m unity s e rving th e  

As ia Plate au  Inte rn Program  (APIP) at Panch gani, India for one  or tw o or, be tte r s till, s ix m onth s . 

M ik e  and Je an Brow n

W h e re  sh atte re d live s can start afre sh

H is  talk  w as  one  of an international s erie s  
of lecture s  organis ed by Caux Initiative s  
for Bus ine s s , a program  th at engage s  
people in conversation on is sue s  

as sociated w ith  globalization. Z able, an 
aw ard-w inning w riter, educator and 
h um an righ ts  advocate, pre s ented 
h aunting de scriptions  of displacem ent 
from  h om eland and th e  w ay th e  effects  
of w ar linger in th e  m inds  of survivors . 
     "O urs  is  a nation of im m igrants  and 
indigenous  peoples ," h e  said, "a new  

Jane  Mills w rite s from  Sydne y

Th e  

Im am  and th e  Pastor a cape lla

Th e APIP tak e s  8-10 interns , starting 
in January and Septem ber, to explore  
th e  bas ic q ualitie s  of be ing a "ch ange -
m ak er" and h elp w ith  th e  program s  at 
As ia Plateau. R igh t now , a prom is ing 
young group h ave as s em bled from  
Kas h m ir and north -east India, Korea 
and Latvia. 
     Several "s enior cits" h ave com e 
during th e  past year, including 
Australian Gordon W is e  w ith  h is  w ife , 
M arjory. All say th ey h ave be en 
invigorated by th e  interactions  w ith  
th e  interns  and w ith  th e  policem en, 
students , bus ine s s -people, bureaucrats , 
teach ers  and oth ers  w h o stream  
th rough  th is  place .

     No particular q ualifications  are  
ne eded except clean h ands , open h earts  
and a w illingne s s  to s h are  h ow  to listen 
to th e  inner voice . You find yours elf 
h elping som eone  im prove th e ir Englis h , 
cutting vegetables , m e eting nearby 
village farm ers  or s h aring th e  de epe st 
you k now  w ith  a lonely soul or a 
q ue stioning governm ent official!
     Th e  APIP is  run by Jam e s  M angte, an 
Action for Life  graduate from  M anipur. 
Am ong th os e  supporting h im  are  M ik e  
and Jean Brow n from  Adelaide  and 
Sure s h  and Leena Kh atri. But h elp is  
ne eded. From  late January th e  Brow ns  
w ill be  in Australia and th en Europe for 
e igh t m onth s . 

     And th e  Kh atris  h ave prom is ed full 
support for th e  program  of Action for 
Life  4 starting in O ctober 2008. 
     Th e  APIP program  ne eds  support 
th rough out th is  period.

Action for Life  4 s tarts  in Octobe r 

2008. So far, applications  h ave  com e  

from  10 countrie s . 

Last m onth  Arnold Z able  s pok e  on "Th e  Pow e r of Story -  re cognis ing our com m on 

h um anity" at Arm agh , th e  M e lbourne  ce ntre  for Initiative s  of Ch ange .

David and I h ave  be e n w ork ing w ith  

th e  H ills  Inte rfaith  D ialogue  group.

"H e re  
s h atte re d live s  
can start 
afre s h , and w e  
can s h are  in 
th e  dre am s  of 
pe ople  from  
all corne rs  of 
th e  globe ."

W h e n Iris h  Eye s  are  Sm iling




